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e wloppod dJown the long strest be

wide the peasamts keoplag guard
wrondd In the marka! place, a8 wa
pamsed on our way to the wharf, | saw
the fragments of ithe seropiane, and
for the first time molsiuyre fimmed my
R =0 endeqd all my hopes of say
lng "harles vl had played  his

cards better than L and had conguersd
Now thors was nothing to do bhul—

At any mle, If the worst came, 1
would choose desth rather than 1%

with him That ware & comforting
thought. 1 bhad been betrothed to
Charlen, nothing could remove Lthat
Inet wor anyone uveurp hiv place

A tiny vaehi, which was under
steam, was moored o a little pler in

the harbar AL the pler ond my guard
Ieft o atid wea wore recaivod by three
figures. rufflanly seafarers attired In
pleturesgiue tatlers, avidently a bed)
gaard of my abfuctor. who watched
me with Impassive faces. [ seanned
them quickly. ! read no hope in them.
Had they been Frenchmen | would
have thrown mysell upon their meroy
oven then—hul they were uglylooking
Laovantiues, the scum of the Mediter
rapran ports, and obviously beyond
seruple. Whether my story were trua
or falee maltered nolhing to them,
they had (heir pay; thal was (helr
end, no chivalry perplesed their souls

They closed closely around me and
indicated that | should descend to &
small  cabin  amidebips. The hold
looked dark and uninvitipng . my hoart
pounded an terror awept over me, and
I hesitated upot the topmont step. My
ubductor indieated the way

Have no fear, mademolselle,” he
rald wuavely, “Thesse men obey my
slightest word.  Doscend!”

! followed Mm in sllence down ths
#alrway and into the eabin. Then 1|
breathed more freely agaln, for | could |
see the tumbling waters through the |
port-holes, sud the room, Hehted by
eiectricity, was wall furnished and
comiortable, while the ruffipns halied
ot the door. Clearly | need spprelinnd
no physioal injury

"o seated mademolaeliis,”™
Magnif indicating & chalr

I made no anawer but stood by the |
teble facing him. He shrugsed his
shoulders aud, sitting down ih an arm-
chnair, lightod a goidtipped cigaretta

Those seoundrels spedk no Frapeh,”
he sald, Indicating our impangive spec
tatars  “But they are abaolutoly st
my beek and call. Al hope of anfety
hy appealing o them,. thorefors.
morely Toolish ™

I drummed my Angers upon the table
dly. U'p on deck 1 heard a creaking,
groaning sound

The windlaoss ™
fowing my thoughta
ing in the calida,

half a mile out

anld

said Leopold, fol

“They are haul. |

Tonlght we anchor
at son, therefore all |
houpe of rescue from the shore Is o
tuplly o ehimera,’

"Well" 1 sald
the firel Ume,
me?

“1 want you alone dear Anne" sald
Laapold, smirking odiously “When the
tiwws of your gallant fight from Parls
remched me it only lnereased the ardor

broaking slience lor
“what s It you wapl of

of wy love for you. You wsee. your'
cpunv i abaolutey hopeless Consent
to warry me and 1 shall forgive every
thing."
"y forgive!™ 1 answered con-
temptinusly
| saw bim winee through the cloud
of tabnern staoks
Yo, my doar Anne e popented
I whull forgive vou even for the taunts
. tered to me gl Ullehy, for | kpow
tha nes have transfarred yout
Bllegt to 1l o will housr me s
t ! u tratior “harvies, who, by
il w I nvieted on Monday
o 1 f i b0 et firsd Iyuehed by
' gnant papulure Murrs me
Ar we will spend our bhoney
” ithromd emiising deap o
(4 Wity fabh SAYe wifr ver
| poles wll thought f him You will
e hep! prisoper b (hls cage unill you
b my wife *
Lavarg I wet from his baltr and
o rd me, greatly agitated
A e cried, cntehine at my
h | withdrew from the oot
tumination of gia toueh, “why will you
pot s anable® Hap the chevaller
been as el vu as |, loved you as
fatthrully I lnved vyau from that mo-
ment hen fret | saw you on board
the ship lu Mootresl harbor ANl that
] have done has been for vou Vorget
i, Avene, and be my wils. | wil] he
frus yOu iroser It it n money,

be ndded, ending bie impossioord plaa,
“I have wocous recoticilesd with my fa
ther, | ahpll be bis pale heir We shall
bave milllons, sach wish yours
shall be gratihed. You-— you

Lot me anawer you once and for el
LT 1 repliad, i lOuss scarecsly

padik g0 intenee was iy agltatiaop
| would rather die n theusand deaths
by torture than besr the eontamine
tion of your presenecs. | loathe you s
1 wmight loathe 3 vesomous asalis. You
are the incarsation of all svil You
etk of Jove™ | cried hysierically

“why you do ot koow even love's al-
phabet. Love s soble; it bagels sacri-
fice and selfforgetlulness and inno-
eenee. You can love o more than &
foad onn know heanty, These sre my
lent words to you whatever 1yraanie

-

'trom him and bis sword hroken, while
{outside the barriers & mob howled for
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and treschefles shiu iy davila™

He stage-red bagkward, and 1 foly,
b wpite of wl v mamontary pang of
Pty sl the extren of his snguish
For in samoe sirgnge, sarped say, thia
wun die e, | knew . | had always
folt anid N hnd nover
w hindiy loned my sart ageinst comm-
o lon Tor b |

Inen aa sl hind regoverad
hin el pemaeanion Ha uitered a fow |
et motde to the guards In  somw
Mediterranonn dinloet Thay mdvanced
and indieated by signs that | ehould
follow 1t I war condurted into & |
Little ! in the fore part of the
whip, the door was locked on me and |
wan alone

\ - ptad thers In my desolation 1/
foll the ¥ras hegitn 1o move throwgh

water {mopold was ftuifilineg Kia

hrent. We cant our anchor hall n mile
vyt st sem Through the port hole 1
paw sunset faintly mirrorsd In the

dark waves like & pale reflsctlon of
ihe cold misery In my own brosst

CHAPTER XI

The Ultimate Appes!
e 1 shmiolh pticcoss out of the

futiure

iin wh
Jaww of

We lav sl anchor hall & mila outside
thae bay All wan silent abourd the |
yuont, save the monotonous tramp of
the guard on deck above my oabln My
watch marked slx o'clock in the after- |
poop And ‘his was Wednssday Flve
days remained only five days of
grace, and on Monday (Charles would
stand condemned, while | was powar. |
foss to save him | pletured Wim in
him dungeon (o the Paris fortress, Igno-
rant of my wheresbouts; 1 wept to
think that )y desperate flight to Cor |
piea to procuare the only withese who |
cowdd deliver bim bad ended In my |
Ignotainious capture. Ye! unless dallv.
prance oame from some unguessedat |
quarter. hope must be abandoned !

| dared not go to bed but paced my |
tiny cabin in feverish despalr. Out
side. throngh the elosed port-hole, the
sea tumbled in ristng waves, and tha
yaeht roocked and pitehed a8  she |
siralnad at her anchor o heart-weary |
was |, so helpless, that my fatigne in-
duced a period of mereiful  uneon- |
sciousness into which | glided by tm-
pereeptible degrees. 1o be tortured hy
nightmnres. Now | was in Parie again,
watehing the condemnation of Charies
One by one the military judges aross

and anuounced thelr verdict —gullty. |
)} saw him led forth to the parsde
ground, to be stripped of his uniform, |

to have his buttone and epaulets torn

his death The intensity of my de-
ppirir awoke me

What was that low tapping upon the
pane of the port-hole?

I was upnh my feet now, Mally awake,
staring with Ineredulity throngh the
dull, rounded ginenp, ot & smsll boat
that roched perilously beside the
yacht | listoned; the tramp on deck
had ceannd.  The sentinel was gone.
or sleaping upon wateh, The tapping
came agaln. and, looking out, | per

In Hig Teeth Was the Sharp Mnife
That | Had Seen Mim Flourish In
the Cottage.

eolved the Greek Zeuxis, with a com-
panion seated in the Hitle boat

I strained at the port-bole fantenings
my strength  The rasty eateh
and admitted the freah night

wWirth all

plid back

nir e bend of Beusls was upon &
iovel with my own

Thie knew that his words had not
bown vuin. he had come to settle his
siore with my caplnr, Magalfl. There
- vid of worde: we both under
TR | oprurd the port-hola to e
fullapt extent [t was juxl wide spough
1o sduilt of the Gravi's passage

He wioond up tu the rocking host
elung 1o the exterior of the srifies with
both bis haonds, and then, hoodlesa of
the swaying bont, which rose and fel)

hites, raimad Wimself and thrust

shoutders  within He
willing hands, & mo
und he had wriggled
through nad stood up on the floor of
msy He looked back, nodded,
snd the bost pullvd slowly away He
find owt off hik rotreat, the single ave
pue of Might

It bils looth was the sharp knile that
I had seen b foarish in the cottage
| knew e mad detormination which
lospired bim, the hata which bad
transfoimed the eringing coward into
a hera. | kiwew Lho dendly purposs for
whnse acoomplishment bhe had srmad
himselt with that rasor keen biade. But
pow, with Charies’ liberty at siake
and bope cluiching me by the 1hrosl,
what was the lite of lsopold Magnilt

baeqnnth
hoad and
caught

meht

hin
it my oo

luter

cabin

to me. Bhould 1 not in duty et loose
this pssassin upon the man who had
shown e Bo guartey 7
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